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The CONFEMNES 

N Enquiry imt9 the Duty of the Magi- 

ſtrate 17 matters of Religion : Sect. 1. 

Con/tdered, jirst,under a /tate of Nature,Ib. 

Secondly,under a /fate of Revelation:Scct. 2. 

= An Objeftion anſwered : Set. 3. 

e An Enquiry when there are two or more 
Sets of Religion in any Government,why 
the Magi/trate is under an obligation of 
protetting, or rather advancing the one 
more than the other : SeCt. 4, and xy. 

The Rights and Authority of a National 
Church con/idered and /ated : Set. xy. 

The Reſtraint of the Preſs demon/trated,not 
only as it 15 a nece/Jary proviſion to ad- 
vance the [ntere/ts of Religion,but to pre- 
ſerve and maintain the Ends and De- 

Jrgns of it, as profeſſed in a National 
Church : Sect. 6. 

The Neceſſity of Publick E/tabliſhments 11 
Religion, and the pernicious Influences 
which the Liberty of the Preſs has upon 
them, as introduttory of Scepticiſm, He- 
rehie ard infidelity : Sect. 7,8,and 9. 

1 he Argument repreſented in ſeveral [n- 
Hlances from ſome late Prints : SeR. 8,9. 

Objections anſwered. 

FAS. 


The ConTErexnrTs. 


As fir, That the Attempts and Miſchiefs 
of the Preſs,may as effetually be obviated 
by particular Laws,and that a Reſtraint 
# the Preſs from the Experience of former 
trmes has not prevented em. Sect. Io. 

Secondly, 1 hat a Reſtraint of the Prels zs a 
eruing up of the Conſciences and Fudg- 
ments of Mankind to a Party,and a Con- 
demning them to an Implicit Faith, and 
is a dire Method to involve the World 

wn [enorance and Error : Sect.I1. 

The Church of England denies no Gofpel 
means of Information : Set. 12. 

Thirdly,T hat every one not only of Natural 
Right, but in point of Charity, may, and 
ought to publiſh whatever appears to be 
Truth; and conſequently the Reſtraint of 
the Preſs,which abridges this Right anus? 
be unlawful, and unjust : Se&t.13. 

The Natural Rights of Private Perſons in 
the Caſe before us, /tated: Sct.14. 

The Duty of Informing others /ated- Ib. 

Fourthly, That the Reſtraint of Zhe Preſs, 25 
an Invaſwn of the Liberty, and Property 
of an Engliſhman : SeCE. I x. 

The Concluſwn, in an Addreſs to the H 0- 
NOURABIE MEMBER: SCCt. 16. 
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Member of Parliamear; 
+, 4 SHEEWING0Y 3% 
The Neceſſity of Regulating the PRE. SS: 
With a Particular ANSWER 7o the 


OBJECTIONS Zhat: of late have been 
advanced again$t it. © 
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SIR, — | : 
S 7 OU have been pleas'd to follicite 
my Opinion in a: Matter of Im- 


portance, by way of Requeſt, when You 


might have juſtly lay d Tour Commands ; 
and I now preſent it with all umnaginable 


Deference and Humility. You have led 


me into a large Field of Argument, and 
propos d ſeyeral werghty Enquirzes ; but 
ſince they are adyanced with regard to a 
Gene- 


[*] 

General De/ign, viz. The Liberty of the 
PRESS; I ſhall not bind my ſelf up to 
that Order they are propos d in, but ſhall 
ſpeak to them, as they will beſt comport 
with the Scheme I have projected , to 
evince the ne of Reſtraining the 
_ Preps. 
In order to his Deftgn, I: ſhall reduce 

them to three or tour General Enquiries. 


As firſt; How far the Duty of the Civil 
Governing Powers extends in Matters of 
Religion ? 


Secondly, When there are two or more 
Seds of” MRevfigens 42 amy. Government, why 
the Magiſtrate 1s under an Obligation of 
protetting, or rather advancing the one, 
more than the other : And on this Head 
I ſhall confider the Rights and AT 
of a National:Church.. 


Thirdly, 7 bether the Reftraint of the 
Preſs us not a neceſſary proviſion, not only 
to advance the Intere/?s of the true Rel:- 
gion, but to preſerve and maintain the 
Ends and Defigns of it, as profeſs d in a 
National Church? 


SECT. 
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SrcT. I]. IT begin with an Exqurry znto 
the Duty of the Civil Governing Powers in 
Matters of © Religion. | 

And, Firft, It will be received as an in- 
diſputable 4rticle, or Propoſition, That 
every Governing Power (of Duty as well 
as Right) 1s ſo far to inſpe& the Afﬀair of 
Religion, that nothing be advanced, that 
manifeſtly incommodes the Rights or In- 
tereſts of the Civi/ Polity - But whether 
any Government, 1s under a further Con- 
cern or Obligation , ſeems to be the Caſe 
under debate. Now it will beſt be ad- 
juſted by confidering the Nature and De- 


/gn of Civil Govermnent ; firft under a 


ſtate of Nature, and ſecondly under a ſtate 
of Revelation. 

That Government in general 1s an Or- 
ainance of Gop, by Divine In/iitution, as 
well as Aowance, and conſequently that 
there are certam Ends and De/wns pecu- 
liar to it, eſtabliſhed in the ſame Autho- 
rity, are:Truths that will be eafily ſubſcri- 
bed to. But then if Goyernment reſts on 
a Divme Original, and there are certain 
DivineEnds and Purpoſes appropriatero it; 
it cannot well be imagin'd that the C:w:/ 
B 2 Wel- 
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Welfareand Condu@ of Mankind,1s the ſole 
and entire Province of the C:v:/ Mag/trate. 
If Religion is the moſt important Con- 
cern of Mankind; and if there's Fealzy, 
Worſhip, and Obedience, due from a Crea- 
zure towards a Sovereign Creator, even 
under the moſt fiimple ſtate of Nature ; 
why ſhould not that Great Gop, which 
conſtitutes the Civil Magiſtrates Super- 
mntendants over the Secular affairs of Man- 
kind, be as zealous to make them Gnar-. 
aians of thoſe things that are placed more 
near him, and them too, his Honour and 
Glory? And therefore I'm perſwaded it's 
neither Boldneſfs non: Arrogance to Pro- 
nounce, That the Civil Governmmg Porwer, 
or Mag!/trate, was originally conſtituted 
for the Conduct of Mankind, in all the 
Inſtances of Human Happineſs ; and con- 
ſequently in a Re/zgzors as well as Civi/ 
Capacity. Indeed the inſeparable Depen- 
dance and Afﬀinity, between Civi/ Happ:- 
neſs and Religion, (were other Arguments 
wanting) 1s alone 1ſufficient to evince it : 
But were the Experience of Mankind, and 
the univerſal Practice of all Civiliz'd Go- 
vernments, ſummoned in to decide the 

Con- 


CF 
Controverſy , they muſt place it above 
Diſpute,or Cavil. If we reſpe& the earlieſts 
Accounts of Governments, and particu- 
larly thoſe delivered in Sacred Story,. we 
find the Characters of Prince and Pries?, 
reſiding 1n the ſame. Perſon. 

Before God had inſtituted a po/irtve Oeco- 
nomy of Religion, and a peculiar Order of 
Prieſthood, 1t was part of the Patriarchal 
- province, not only to inſtru& their People 
to call upon the Name of the Lord, but to 
wait on the very Aar ; and perform the 
 Prieſtly Fun&ion of Sacrifices. As 77's 
highly probable from the Hi/tory of the 
Creation , the ſirſt Governments of the 
World, had their Riſe and Foundation in 
Fathers of Famulies; ſo we are undoubt- 
edly inſtructed that they obtained the 
Character of Pazres partrize, by executing 
all the Offices of a Parent, as well as A7ng. 
Abraham had no doubt his Duty repre- 
ſented aFa Prince, as well as Maſter of a 
Family, under the Compliment of a Di- 
vine Confidence : for / know him that he 
witl command his Children, and his hou- 
hold after him, and they ſhall keep the way 
of the Lord, to do juſtice and judement, 

; Cen. 
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Gen. 18. 19. And truly fince both Prexce 
and Parent, have the Impreſs of Divine 


Authority upon 'em; and there 1s ſuch a 


ſtri& Affinity and Correfpondence between 
'em, from the original frame of things ; if 
the Character of a Parent extends to a 


Religions as well as Ci Capacity, it can- 


not well be diſputed, but that of a Prnce 


carries the ſame extent and latitude. And 


therefore it may ſafely be concluded, that 
it was a point of Duty in the Mag:/?rate, 
antecedent to any po/itive Oeconomy of Re- 


/tg10n, to promote the Intereſts, 1f not exe- 
cute the Spiritual Funaions of Re/zgzon, 


as well as advance the Wetfare of - the 
State : And very probably it was a Divine 


 Inftitution, as ancient and primitive as 


Government it ſelf. | 
And certainly the Model of all Heathen 
Governments confirms the Notion. It's 


_ well known the Egyprian Monarghs ( Fa- 


mous in the earlieſt Records) bare the 


Character of Pr:eF, as well as Aznug. The 
Chineſe to this Day, look upon the Prieſt- 
hood to bear ſo near a Relation to that of 
the Empire, that the moſt Solemn My- 


| ſteries of Religion, are ſtill a Prerogative 
| Pecu- 


CI 
peculiar to the Sverezgu. Religion in the 
Eaſtern and Weſtern parts of Ezrope, was 
always ſo much the Buſineſs of Govern- 
ment, that if the publick Acts and Offices 
of Reltgion were not immediately per- 
form'd by the Magi/irate, they were con- 
ftantly directed, and enforcd by him. If 
the publick Defence of a Countrey, where 
its Territories were enlarged and extend- 
ed;. diverted him from attending the A/- 
Zar, it was his ſpecial Care to conſtitute < 
a Prieſthood, and regulate the Afﬀairs of 
Religion, by publick Laws and SanQtons : 
theſe are ſuch known and allow d Truths, 
and ſo well atteſted, in the Learning of 
the Greeks and Lazms, that I ſhall not 
now appeal to Authors ; and they are all 
conyincing Evidences, that one End of 
Government, in the original Frame and 
Model of it, was to 2r/þeft the Condutt of 
Mankind in the #fazrs of Religion. Thus 
far not only the Duzy, but Prerogative 
of the Magr/trate diſcovers it ſelf in a 
State of Nature, antecedent to Reye- 
lation. _ 


SECT... 


6 
SECT. IT. It remains that we confider 
it under a poſitiye Oeconomy of Re- 
— Ug1on. T2 | 
And, firſt, under that of the Zezvs. Now 
tho' GoD thought fit upon the firſt poſi- 
tive Eſtabliſhment of Religion, to inſti- 
tute an Order of Men, and ſeparate them 
from the reſt of the People, to attend at 
his Altar, to offer for themſelves, and the 
fms of others ; yet it's manifeſt he did not 
exempt the Civil Mag:/iraze from inſpect- 
ing the Aﬀairs of Re/7gion. No, it was his 
ſpecial Duty, to prote& and defend the 
True Religion ; to puniſh and ſuppreſs 
[dolatry, Seducers, and Falſe Proppets, 
and to make ſuch wholeſom proviſions, as 
ſerved the cauſe of Religion, in the en- 
forcement of its Pub/ickR Afs and Offices, 
and in the Advancement of its Eds and 
De/igns, The Sacred Writings have deli- 
vered ſo many Inſtances, and Rules of this 
Nature, that it 1s wholly needleſs to en- 
large in an expreſs Citation. It's well 
known he often directed the Building of 
places of Re/zg:ous Worſhip, enjoyn'd Fa/7s ; 
and 1n a word, interposd in moſt of the 
Circumſtantials of Re/zg7oyu, Now its 
| certain 
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certain theſe were not bare Arbitrary 
Offices, and the product of a Yoluntary 
Zeal ; but they were either the 1imme- 
diate Inſtruction of Heaven, qr the eftects 
of ſome General Precepts ; and conſe- 
quently were intended as ſtanding In- 
ſtances of Duty. If we examine the aco- 
nomy of the Gofþe/, we mult conclude, 
That as we have not the leaſt hint that 
any ways abridges the Rights and Autho- 
71ty of the Civil Mags/trate,* further than 
they were exerciſed under the Law, 1o we 
do not find the leaſt Exemption from any 
Moral point of Duty in the Afﬀairs of Re- 
{:1gion, to which they were anteccdently 
bound. Now it cannot be deny'd , but 
that the Nature and State of the Chri/7iar 
Church is frequently deſcrib'd in the Wri-_ 
tings of the Prophers: And among thoſe 
various Deſcriptions, the Character of 
Chriſtan Kings and Princes, recorded by 
the Prophet //a:ah, is as glorious as it 1s 
remarkable : e Aud Kings ſhall be thy nur- 
{mg Fathers, and their Queens thy nur- 
 Jimg Mothers — For they ſhall not be 
aſhamed that wait for me, 1/a. 44. v. 22: 
This Paflage is unanimouſly interpreted 
D- 


"T7 
of the Chri/fian Magi/trate ; and certainly 
we are not to receive it as a PrediQion of 
a Contingent Bleſ/mg, or Matter of Fat, 

but agreeable to the Propherick Style 
(which often exhibits Duties,under imple 
PrediQtions ) as carrying. the Force of a 


* Precept in it. Thus we ſee the Magy/7raze 


15.not only Pater Patrie, but Pater Ec- 
cleſte. This is his Chara@er, and his 
Duty : and certainly, 1f he anſwers the 
Deſigns of if, he muſt' not only chery/>, 
but . prozeZ , and defend the Church of 
Chri$ ; and in a word, liberally miniſter 
to it, whatever is neceflary for its Support 
and Preſerve. LIpan the whole then, 
we may. juſtly conclude, That tho' God, 
under the 7ew:/b, as well as Gofpet cecono- 
my, was pleaſed to ſele&a peculiar Order 
of Men, to wait on his Altar, and more 
immediately proſecute all the Defigns of 
Religion; yet the Civil Magiſtrate ſtill 
rightfully miniſters to the ſame Deſigns 
in all Caſes, where God has not inter- 
poſed by ſome Po/itive Rule, or Precept ; 
1o that he's ftill the Supreme Guardian 
and Protefor, in the economy of Religion, 
as well as Civil Polity. He's Cu/fos utri- 


nſque 


4 FF. 
uſque Tabulz ; that 1s, he's not only en- 
truſted to enforce the Obſervance of all $- 
_ cial Yertues, upon which the Peace and 
Hrteres of. Government moves, -as upon. 
its Axis ; buta True and Orthodox Faith, 
_and a pure Worſbip, and the Honour and 
Glory of that Great Gop, that has made 
him his Y*cegerent- and gi 40” 1 rap ; 
and by whoſe Proztefzon and. Bleſ/mmg he's 
enabled to anfiwer the De/igns of his Cha- 
racter. 7-2 zF ; | 
From hence the Diſ-mgenuity, or ra- 
ther Impiety of ſome 'late defigning Po- 
fitions, abundantly diſcoyer themſelyes ; 
viz. That the care of Retigion 2 70 real 
Branch of the Magiſtrate's Office; that he's 
no further Concern ed for it, than as it im- 
mediately conduces tothe Civil Weal and I[n- 
teref} of every particular Con/?ztution "or 
Government ; and in aavord, That for the 
advance of a National Trade or Wealth,he 
. may treat all Sedts of Religion 20:th equal 
. previleges and refſpef, But certainly the 
care of Religion can now no-longer be di- 
ſputed,' to be an In&pen/ible Duty in the 
Magiſtrate ; fince it appears not only that 
eyery Poſitive Oeconomy of Religion, has 
C2 EX- 


"IS 1. | , 
expreſly taught it ; but the very Nazure,. 
De/igns, and Reaſons of the Charatter, di- 
cate 1t:. \ 

But then, if this be admitted, we muſt - 
grant that there -is a True and a Falſe 
Religion, and an Orthodox and Heterodox 
Faith ; that the true Religion 1s eſta- 
bliſhed on certain Laws, and Immunities, 
which in the ordinary courſe of Proy1- 

_ dence, are neceflary to the Preſeryation of 
it ; and conſequently we muſt conclude, 
That it's an Indifpenfible Duty in the Ma- 
giſtrate, to haye recourſe to the molt pro- 
per:Methods for enquiring 'into the Rea- 

ſons and Grounds of Rc#goow 5-and for di- 
ſtinguiſhing the 7rue Re/rg:on from the 
Falſe, and an Orthodox from an Heterodox 
Faith; whether by applying to' the pro- 

_ per Mim/ters of Religion, /eparatety, or in 
Council, And upon a fair and impartial En- 
quiry, that which appears to be True and 
Orthodox, 1s to be cheriſhed, defended, 
and promoted, againſt all Attempts and In- . 
vaſions of the Heterodox and Unbelever ; 

_ even tho ſome preſent Temporal Intereſt 
ſeem to claſh and interfere with it. Theſe 
were the Una/terable Laws and a 20" 

Y * O 


[FE 
of the firſt and moF#7 pious Chri/tian Empe- 
rors, upon which they enlarged the 7 er- 
ritories of the Chriſtian Church. 


. Sect. TIL But to this tis popr/arly 
reply'd, That: if 'Kings and Princes once 
thought themſelves obliged to eſpoule the 
Care of Religion, as a poſitive Duty (con- 
_ fidering the: Errors and. Superſtitions of 
Mankind) 1t would-prove' the moſt effe- 
tual. Method, not only to- obſtru&t the 
growth of. the True Religion, but'endan- .. 
ger the Extirpation of 1t.. | But in an{wer 
to this, it's to be conſidered, That the Pro- 
pagatian of Religion does not direct to Ats 
of force and violence, much leſs the Pro- 
tection of 1t ; except where the Rights and 
Immunities of the Eſtabliſhed Religion 
are apparently invaded.  Behides it's con- 
- cluded the Magiſtrate 18 not to proceed 
blindly, but apply himſelf to the True 
Means of Information ; and if he miſ- 
carries, tho' he may one day anſwer for 
any $&ni/ter Motives, that carried him into 
a wrong Determination ; yet Gop wall 
find Methods to ſupport his own Deſigns, 
and conſequently adyance the Intereſts _ 
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the True Religion, by Secret and Inyifible 
Springs, 'tho' his Ordinary and Standing 
Proyifions afford the moſt- unlikely Pro- 
ſpe. Sometimes Perſecution it ſelf 1s 
_ the moſt prolifick Soil for the True Reli- 
gion to ſhoot forth and flouriſh;in : Chr:- 
/Hanity had not -only 1ts firſt Foundation 
in it, but we are affured receryed Great 
Increaſes from -it. So:(7Terruliian 1n his 
Apologetic boaſts, Nec quicquam tamen, 
ſays he, proficit exqui/itior gueque crude- 
litas veſtra, TLLECEBRA EST MAGIS 
StEcTa, Plures efhcimur quoties mett- 
Mur -24 wvobis, SEMEN EST SANGUIS 
CHRISTIANORUM.” ZFerrull.  Apolog. 

Page 45. __ Oy OL, : 
But in a word, if the Care of Religion 
is a ſtanding Duty, in the Magiſtrate; (as 
has been abundantly evinced) and if there 
be ſuch a thing as a True Religion, and 
{ufficient Means (if duly attended to) to 
diſtinguiſh 1t from the Falſe; the Un- 
doubted Rn/e 1s, That.the Duzy 1s to be 
purſued , and the Conſequences left to 
the Providential Care of the Bleffed 44- 
thor of it 5 who has the Hearts'of A7nes, 
and the Soyercign Diſpoſal of Grace, and 
will 


will in the Courſe of Aﬀairs undoubted- 
ly aſcertain the Uſefulneſs of his own 
Means, and the Ends of Religzon for 
which they were deſigned. And as for that: 
Magiſtrate, who upon a Principle of Zeal 
for. the Honour of . his. Maker, ſhall thus 
carry on the Deſigns of the True Religion, 
| he'll no doubt. one Day be made partaker 
_ of a Reward, that will every way anſwer 
that Iabour of love, which he has ſbewed 
towards his Name ; he'll one Day infallibly 
find a Remembrance, ſutable to the Sup- 
plications of | that Excellent Geyernour 
Nehemiah, Remember me, O my GoD, con- 
cerning this,and wipe not out my good deeds 
that I have done for the Houſe of my Gop, 
and for the offices thereof, Neh. 13. v.14. 


SecT. IV. I proceed to the ſecond En- 
quiry, viz.” When there are two, or more 
Sets of Religion under any Government, 
why the Magi/trate is under an Obligation 
of proteting, or rather advancing the one, 
more than the other ? | 

And Firs, I ſhall confider this Argu- 
ment, with regard to the Oeconomy of the 
Chri/ian Church. And in order to this 

It 
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1t wall be requiſite to. enquire. into the 
Rights, and Authority of a: National 
Church. * 
” And, Firs, its indifputably evident the 
Chri/tan Church is' one Soczety , or Body 
of Men united to CHRIST, and each 
other in certain External, as well as Inter. 
nal and Spiritual Bonds' of Union. It's 
truly a Seamleſs Garment ; nay, it bears 
the Exa@ PortraiQture of a Natural Body, 
whereof Carisr'rs the Head, from whom the 
whole Bday jitly joyn d together, and com- 
patted by that. hh every.joynt ſuppiieth, 
according 10 the effettual working in the 


2 £5 encreaſe of 
Word, it carries 


ng, Fly ; want ln cabs = growing into an 
holy Temple in the LoRD, Eph 2.21. The 
firſt Diviſion of this Spiritual Body, ariſes 
from the Nece//ity of Divine Worſhip ; Viz. 
into particular Congregations. Other Di- 
{tributions ariſe from the Nece//ity of Go- 
vernment , which 1s warranted and cſta- 
bliſhed, by the expreſs Canon of Scripture. 
Thus, Obey them that have the rule over 
vor, and febmit -your ſelves, for they watch 


for 
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for your Souls, Heb.12.17. And St. Paul's | 
Inftru&ions to Titus are, For ths cauſe 
I left thee in Crete, that thou  ſbouldeft ſet 
in order the things that are wanting, Ch.1. 
ver. 5.” And;The/e things ſpeakan exhort, 
and rebuke with all Satbericy, Ch. 20. We 
may add to this, the Power of Binding 
and Loo/arg, and Excommunztcation it ap 
being exprefly committed to the Eccle- 

ia/fical Powers ; and evidently \demon- 
ſtrating the Nece/i#y, as well as \Devine 
Authority of Ecclefiaſtical Government. 
But bo: return: Whatever Diſtributions 
' were made, either from a Neceſlity of 
Worſhip, or. Government ;- every Branch 
' or Part, is indiſpenfibly bound to main- 
tain this Myſtical Union.; by a Commu- 
nion in the Efentials of Faith, Govern- 
ment, and D:/cipiine - for otherwile it's 
impoſlible the Chri/zar Church ſhould an- 
ſwer the CharaQeer of a Nztural Body fitly . 
Joyned together, and compatted by that 
which every / _ fu us ſaplcth, even <p the 
making increa Body. 
As for the cs. of the Church, 
we are afſured, partly from &r:prure, and 


yer , from the earlie# Antiquity, That 
D nl 
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the Order : of: Biſbope. and - Metropalitans, 
3 Iy/litution. Both Timo- 
thy _—_— us , 1n.the judgement of the 
moſt Learned Presbyterians, were Supe- 
rior to-.the . reſt of the Clergy, within 
their Di/t1Gs ,;.at leait in Jur/didfion, 
_ if not Order:.,And tho' Arizguity, has not 
expreſlydix'd the:Origine or Riſe of Me7ro- 
 politans, yet it may __ be er d to 
Apo/tolicas.: i 
+ iBer. Fir3Z;-St. Paul diceds an Epiſtle to 
the:Mctropolitical Charch, to be commu- 
nicated to; the. whole Province; for fuch 
was' Corinth in ;the Proyince of; Achaia. 
To rhe Chmret of--Gon,..ayhich 15:a4t:Co- 
rinth,(2:#h: all 7 he Saints that are in all 
Achaia. | And, purſyant to this, we find 
the Governments of pots af yds , In the 
Hrit Council of; Azce,. ranked among .the 
Apia in, | Ancient Gufoms, Can. 6. and in 
that of Antioch, ſtyled Argpmpr xeamioat 
nar ox 7 run xarre, The 71957 ancient Canon 
in force, from the times of our Forefathers. 
But that which conduees to. the. preſent 
Argument, 1s, 7bat all the FI; 
of Church. Government, and the Di/trids 
Y particular ——_— were originally? ea 
e 
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deted according to: that of the State; The 
Biſhop: prefideLover = City, andthe adja- 
cent Villages::atid -Territories;4 where\a 
Temporal Magiftrate was likewiſe placed. 
As the of every. Proyince had 
irs Protonſul mm the Staze,,' fo it had its 
+&chb1/bop, of Metropolitan i in the Church. 
And when the Government of Patriarchs 
preyailed', it was formed: after the ſame 
Model; either -in-Imitation-of the Fzcars, 
or :Ezentenants' that prefided- over a'iNto- 
cefe; compoſed of feyeral Provinces;''of at 
leaſt in Imitation of the Preforiar Pre- 
Feds, that had: feycral ns ann their 
Furrdiction.) rtf ; 

": Uponthe wticle chen; 4s Weare aflared; 
That 'the forming a+ Government ih" the 
Church, after the Model of that of the. 
State; was by & cal In/fiutton 3 10 
we may juſtly contludle, that it-was-by-the 
ſpecial DireQions'of the:Fo/y Spirir.” And, 
no doubt; the'great Defign-was to advaiice 
the Intereſts of Re/zg:on, by placing every 
particular Charch under the Proteftion of 
the State 5 whenever it ſhoald become 
Chri/tian. And certainly, as it 'was the 
_ true CC to enable: the My 
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M agiſtrate, to execute-that Truſt; TIOS is 
lodged inthe CharaQer. of a. Father, or 
Nar/ing Mother; to the Church of Chris ; s 
ſo it's a conſiderable Argument that the 
Care and ProteQtion- of- the True Religion 
194 handing Duty, incumbent .on the Crvs/ 
Magiftrate. For-to-make'the Diſtriasi'of 
particular Churches, terminate with thoſe 
of CivibGovernments, was abſolutely' ne- 
ceflary, ' to make the Crvi/ Magy/eraze the 
" Guardian of ithe 'True Religion : 
, fince tis an Ordinance, that may 

juſtly be reſolved into. eApoſrolick þ ' Inſh. 
Zution , it's a manifeſt 7 z that 
the "Civil Maugtftraec+thould be obliged 
punQually to anſwer the Charatter, Stored 


ever he became Chrjffias. 


'SxcT. V. Fromhence we may gain a 
true Notion of the Rights and Authority 
- of a' National Church. + And truly, if we 
duly«weiglr the Premiſes , we muſt con- 
clude, That it reſts upon nothing leſs than 
Devine and a adieati_n.; Far if 
the 4s: themſelves conftituted par- - 
ticular Churches, with regard to the'Di- 
tris of AG Provinces, and the Go- 
'vernment-”/ 
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vernment of theState;andif it bea ſtanding 
— Duty in the Chriftian Magiſtrate,” to pro- 
_ tet and advance the True Re/zg7on, within 
his Dominions; -we muſt conclude, That 
2 Church is: to: be eſtabliſhed upon that 
Model of Government, which was inſti- 
tuted by our Say1our,- or: his Apoltles, in 
every reipetive Nation, over which the 
Magiſtrate 1s to preſide, as a Farther, or 
Garardianand Proteftor ; and ſucha Church 
is what in other terms 1s called a National 
Church; and: a Church thus eſtabliſhed, 
undoubtedly refts on. the: Authority of 


Divine or Apoflolick Inſtitution.” 4. 
I would not be mftakortzas if Fintented to 


deny the being of a National or Provincial 
Church,till it has obtain'd a Gurl E/tabli/b- * 
nent; for it's manifeſt, the Churches of 
Greece, and of the Proconſular A/ra, bad a 
being, and a diftint Denomination, before 
Chri/lanity was received in the Courts of 
Princes. Indeed when a particular Church 
enjoys a C:vil Eftablibment, it receives,'as 
1t were, a new e Authority ; mm as much as 
it becomes a C:vi/ Right or P iy - So 
that unleſs its Conſtitution is erially 
vitious and finfu], it's a bigh-piece of 1n- 

juſtice 
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juſtice: to: deftroy Or” infringe any RY its 
E/tablibed ' Rights,” or 'ODmmunities. But 
yet ſince the 'Magiftrate' is:only: the'Guar: 
dian, 'not the Founder of :a' 'National 
Church, (its Original Authority-refting 
on-certain poſitive Laws,''and! Sertfrons, 
enjoyned' by 4/Power faperiburito that of 
the Magiſtrate, even ithat of 'GoD FHym- 
fetf) where-ever a 'Church'in any Province 
or Nation, profeſſes the True Religion-by 
an” Orthodox Faith; 'and a-pure' ED 
underi Lawfut Charch:Governours awd: 
JTG that-is the Traci National Church; 
iy popes to all! diflenting Se&s and 
tho! t wanrsthe! Authbrityiof 
« Oro Eb lmont, f 1G R111 If Yn 1; 
-*But'to return © From hence we may 
eaſily determine tlie merits” of the 'Que- 
ſtion in'debate;''T'mean' '}/hen there» ure 
#100; or \'more' Sefts of Religion in any Go- 
BErAENY 'why the <Magi/tf ate is under 
Meation of proteting, or rather ad- 
vanceing the one, more than the other ? 

For, Firg,' it" is abundantly demon- 
ftrated that"*the Chriſtian Magiſtrate,” ex 
officio, is conſtituted a Guardian, Father, 


and Protefor of the True Relipion'; and. 
there- 
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thereforeifi "INANY., N ation, or rGovernment, 
the true Religion, js, profefſed i in an:Orztþo- 
dox ,. and a, pure Worſtip, under lawful 
Church Governours and Paſtors ; there the 
Magiſtrate is indiſpenſibly boundto a& asa 
Can and.ProteQor, 1n oppoſition to 
all: Models, 'and Platforms that are ad- 
vanced againſt it. For by this alone he 
purſues the Great Deſign of the 4pg/7o/ick 
Platform, in the Inſtitution of National 
Churches, as well as anſwers that of his 
Character; I mean as he's Prophetically 

Byled, a Father to the Church of Carts. 

It's certain one Great Deſign of Chriſtia- 
nity, is Unity ; or to range all the Parts 
and Members of the Church of Curisr 
into an Holy Building : and therefore, if 
the Magiſtrate is conſtituted a Guardian 
of the True Religion; all his Offices of Suc- 
cour;;and- Prozedtion muſt be. directed: to 
this End: I mean the maintainance of. the 
Bonds of Catholick,; Unity ,. throughau 
his whole Dominions. Without,rht8,;the 
Great.Ends, and Propoſals of fo pure and 
holy.a Religion, cannot, be accompliſhed; 
and therefore whateyer. Indulgences,. or 
HET the Chriſtian Magiſtrate may 
right- 
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rightfully grant : to Erronevus Fudements, 
or Conſciences, aced with ſimplicity and 
a pious Diſpoſition; he cannot upon the 
Laws and Oeconomy of the Goſpel, or any 
| Authority derwved to him from thence, 
-tefalls give a Poſitive _ i/ſbment, 
within the Diſtrits of the ſame Govern- 
ment, to two Oppo/ite Communions, or M.- 
tars of Worſbip ; eſpecially when one of 
them 1s founded 1n a revolt, from a pure 
and Orthodox National Church, This is 
the very reverſe to a Protefor and Defen- 
der of the True Religion. For it implies 
a power to pervert the Great Defign of the 
_ Chriſtfar Retigion ; ws. «'Uny of Faith 
and Hor/bip ; by diffolying the Bonds of . 
Catholick Unity, and Authorizing the 
Members of Cur1sT's My/iical Body, to 
disband and break into Schi/ms ind 'Fa- 
tons : whereas it's an External Rule, 


That the Magi/frate can only challenge a 
Powex to Ed;cation,- not to De/trudtion. 


This'1s fo far from 'being a Pretogative of 
the Magiſtrate , that where a National 
Church 1s conſtituted under Lawfi! Go- 
oernours and Paſtors, tho' there may be: 


_ (ome Defects, or Errors in her Faith, D:- 
 ſeipline, 
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ſcipline, or Worſtip ; he's not to "ig 
and demolz/b, but to endeayour to. corre? 
and remove them, by ſuch Means and In- 
ſtruments, as God, 1n his revealed Will, 
hasdecreed and appointed: and when this is 
done, he's not to ſuffer any oppoſite Secs, 
or Fattions, To much as to break in upon 
any of her Apoſzolick Rights, or Immu- 
mites, For it's manifeſt, the Duty of a 
Guardian, Parent and Protedor, is to uſe 
all prudent. Methods to cultivate and 7m- 
prove, to advance the Interefs, and en- 
Yarge the Priviledges of thoſe under his 
Care;; much more to defend 'them- from | 
V1 Golence, or Iucroaghment.,” . To be. ap- 
Þ oo a. Father, and a Prote&or of 
'C HRIST'S Church, or the True Religion, 
is.not.an Empty Name, .but carries. Very 
momentous Offices and: Duties 1n 1t: it 
implies! a ; Zeal for. the Hononr of God, 
and the True Religion ; and conſequently 
it engages. the Magiſtrate to ſtudy ſych 
wholeſom Provifions,.as wall _—_ —_ 
Ends and Intereſts of it, to the utmoſt _ 
| Boundaries of. his Dominions : .and thoſe 
that thus wait for CHRIST, Joall not be 


a 1/az. 49. v. 23. 
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And now, &r, I hope I have prepared 
You for the main Argument You propoſed, 
by informing You how the Magiltrate is 
determined, for the Intereſts of Religion, 
and particularly thoſe of this Nazwonal 
Church. | "Ti FF. > 


SegcrT. VI. I ſhall proceed to conſider, 
Whether the Reſtraint of the PRE 88,75 not 
a Neceſſary Proviſion, not only to advance 
the Intereſts of the True. Religion, but to 
_ preſerve, and maintain the Ends aud De- 
figns of it, as profeſs d in a National Church? 
And this will appear from the Nece//ity of 
a publick Eſtabliſhment in Religion, and 
the Perncious Influences, which the Li- 
berty of the Preſs has upon it. 

It's already concluded,that Gop has in- 
ftituted a Goyerning Power in the Chri- 
ftitan Church; and the accommodating it 
to the Diſtricts of the State, and the Con- 
ſtituting the Civil Magiſtrate a Guardian, 
and ProteFor of the Church of Curisr7, 
is at leaſt a ſufficient Warrant of the Larw- 
 Fulneſs of a publick Eſtabliſhment, if not 
an Indication of its Nece//try. 


In- 
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Indeed fince thereare Governing Powers 
in the Church of Cyr1sT, we muſt con- 
clude, that God foreſaw a great many Dit- 
ficulties and Miſcarriages, under the great 
Revolutions and Emergencies of Human 
Afﬀairs; which he has Authorized them to 
_ adjus8t, corref and remove : and this will. 
_ juſtly infer the Neceflity of publick De- 
crees, Articles, or Canons, and that too in 
Matters of Faith, Yor/bip, and Pradtice. 
It cannot be denied , but Scripture 1t felt 
has eſtabliſhed the Authority of ſuch 
Powers, and Injun&ions; and conle- 
quently its an indiſputable Argument of 
_ their Nece//izy - finte GoD never imparts 
ſpecial Powers, or Functions, ' but he in- 
fallibly diſcerns the Neceſlity and Uſeful- 
neſs of em. Thus we haye General Rules 
directed to particular Churches, in the bu- 
finels of Publick Worſhip, That things be 
prefcribed, and done according to the Laws 
of Decency, Order, and Edijication. And 
no doubt St.Paul points at the ſame thing, 
when he reminds 777#s,why he placed him 
over the Church of Crete, { hat thou fboul a7 
ſet in order the things that are wanting - 
Tit, 1.5, So that we may juſtly conclude, 

| E4 there's 
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there'sa Power given to preſcribe ſuch Laws 
and Rules, and make ſuch Publick Decla- 
rations, as manifeſtly tend to the Ed:7y:ing 
the Body of Chris ; or as are requiſite to 
maintain the Catholick Laws of Unity, or 
the Unziy of the Spirit , in the bond of 
peace. 

But to deſcend to rtichlats, And fr, 
as to matters of Faith; Indeed it will be 
eaſily granted, That the Holy Scriptures 
are a compleat Rule of Faith ; and conſe- 
quently they. 'ſeem to be a competent 
Standard, for the Governours of particular 
Churches, to try the Ha:th of Chri/ans 
by. But yet we are afftred that they con- 
tain a Great many things, hard to be under- 
[tood, which the: ignorant and unlearned 
ares to their own deſtrufttion ; and con- 

lequently things of the greateſt moment, 

and 1umportance. Again, we are affured, 
that Here/ies will come, that there will 
ariſe Falſe Chris, and Falſe Prophets, 
and Mer of corrups Minds, who have not 
only erred, but are reprobate concerning 
the Faith. Tn a word, it's impoflible but 
Controverſies and Diviſions, as well as Of- 
tences, will come; this is the caſe of _ 
| every 
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every Tribe, or Colony of Chri/Zans. 
And is there no Judgment to be made in 
* theſe Circumſtances? Are theſe Perſons to 
be ſuffered to proceed in their Errors, and 
pervert the Faith of others? If this muſt 
be ſo, for what End has the Blefled A vu- 
'THOR of our Religion placed Governowurs 
and Pa/tors in his Church, and enforced 
their Authority by the Diſcipline of ſpe- 
cial Cenſure ? They cannot remonſtrate 
againſt them, without making a Judgment 
whether the Do@rine the of Gop, or is 
conſonant to the Canon of Faith. And yet 
'tis their Duty to declare the 2who/e Coum- 
jel of Gow in theſe Caſey. * And certainly, 
if Private Paſtors are Authorized to ex- 
pound the Sence of Scripture, and make a 
Judgment in theſe Matters, and expe& 
the Dire&tions of the Holy Spirit, to wait 
on their piqus Labours, and Endeayours ; 
much more may an A/embly, or Connci} of 
Church-Governours interpoſe, ſtate 'the 
Sence of Scripture, and deliver a Definitiye 
Sentence in expreſs 4rz:c/es and Decrees, 
and expect the Influences of the ſame iS-- 
7:7 1n the whole performance. Certainly, 


where 72w0 or three, or more, are for theſe 
Ends 
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Ends gathered together, (1t may juſtly be 
preſumed) GoD will be in the mid of 
em. - 
Theſe are Proceedings warranted by the 
Practice of the College of Apoſtles, and of 
all particular Churches, from their Days, 
to this very Hour: Such Errors, Divy1- 
f19ns, and Mailſcarriages concernmg the 
Faith authorized, and gavye birth to the 
_ Confeſſions of Faith, in all Particular 
Churches. They” were the only Barriers 
againſt Here/ie and Error, and indiſpenh- 
bly neceſſary, to preſerve the Unzzy of the 
Faith, and the Church of CauRIsrT, from 
Diftration and 'Ruine, "Fo affirm that 
Scripture in theſe Caſes 1s a ſufficient Rule, 
and reje& all Interpoſals, or Determina- 
tions purſuant to it, 1s to muſtake or per- 
plex the Argument. For tho Scripture 
1s an adequate-Rule of Faith, and Man- 
ners; yet Gop has conſtituted Guardians 
and Trw/tees, 'to afſert the Sence of Scri-. 
pture, and enforce a Faith and Practice, 
conformable to it : and to deny this, 1s 1n 
eftec& to diſcard the neceflity of any Y7/1b/e 
Miniſtry ; ſince Scripture, with the help 
of private Reaſon, 15 as much. an ade- 
quate. 
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quate Rule in this reſpe&, as the other ; 
and: conſequently there could be no neceſ- 
.fity of a ſtanding Miniſtry. It's true, theſe 
Publick Determinations, theſe Confef/ions 
of Faith, are not eſtabliſhed upon a Spriz 
of Infallibility : but they are not to be re- 
jected, or leſs neceſ/ary ; becauſe not 77:- 
Fallible. GoÞ has not thought fit to un- 
part a Spirit of Infallibility, in the Exer- 
ciſe of the Power of Excommunication ; 
yet Scripture eſtabliſhes it as a Sanding 
Ordinance in his Church A Spirit of In- 
fallibility does not accompany the :z- 
frerial Funftion ; and yet God has made 
it abſolutely neceflary. ;;:In a word then, 
in as much as they are Deciſions grounded 
on Scripture, ſupported by Reaſon, and 
confirm d by the joynt Authoritzy and Suf- 
.Frage of the Church of GoDp, in the earlieſt 
Ages, and of Saznzs, Confeſſors and Mar- 
7yrs; they are the moſt appoſite Moral 
Inſtruments, under God, and the uſe of 
Reaſon, to determine the Judgement, 'and 
ſatisfie the Conſcience; or at leaſt to ſtop 
the.Mouths of Gazin/apers, as far as con- 
cerns the outward Peace of the Church. 


In 
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In this Caſe, they become indiſpenfibly 
neceflary ; there muſt! be ſome External 
Umpire and Decifion, where Matters muſt 
at laſt terminate : that the publick Peace 
and Unity (things in the judgment of our 
Blefled Saviour, of. the greateſt value and 
1mportance) may not be ſacrificed to the 
Diflentions, Heats, and Animoſities of 
Corrupt and Reſtlefs Spirits. © 
It ſuch Decrees, or InjunQions are not 
_ to be. impoſed. as Efſentials of Farth, or 
Terms of Communion ; yet they are, in the 
Language of our-:Church, to be receryed as 
Injunctions for the avoiding Diver/ity. of 
Opinions; and - for: .eltabli/bing i Conſent 
touching True Religion - Or, in one word, 
as Articles of Peace ; 1o that whoſoeyer 
publickly- oppugns em, - 1s at- leaſt to be 
cenſured; as a Breaker of the Peace of the 
Chuech.:3 ©: © FIT ies 
But further, as to the Duty of Pub/ick 
Worſhip, it's undeniably eyident, the great 
Circum/tantials of Worſhip are no where 
determined in. Scripture , - ſuch :as the 
Time, Manner, and Place; and yet 
theſe are Moral, and inſeparable Circum- 
ſtances, without which 'tis 1mpoſſible the 
| ; Duty 
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Duty can be performed. And therefore 
it's abſolutely neceflary, they ſhould be 
committed to the Determination of thoſe 
Powers and Authorities, God has conſti- 
tuted in his Church. For tho' this, or that 
ParticularDerermmation be not neceſſary, 
till 'tis ſettled; yet it's abſolutely necefla- 

ry, they ſhou Id be determined ſome Way or 
other. And this demonſtrates the Neceſ- 
fity of Publick Eftabliſhments, in the Du- 
ties of Publick Afﬀemblies, and Publick 
Worſhip. ; 
_ - Again, as to the Caſe of Diſcipline, how 

can that Decency, Order, and Uniformzty, 
which the Word: of. GopD+fo paſſionately 
- recommends, be maintained without the 
Eſtabliſhment of Diſtricts, and the Settle- 
ment. of Time and Place? how can the 
Manners of Men be animadyerted on, 
or their Neglecs, or Irregularities in the 
Publick Worſhip of Gop be cenſured ? 
what muſt-become of the Publick Duties 
of Admonition and Reproof, and Exclu- 
Jon from the External Means of Salva- 
tion, to the Correftion of Offenders, Re- 
moving of Scandal, and the Deterring of 


others? . Theſe are ſuch clear and uncon- 
F troulable 
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troulable Eviderices of the Neceſſity of 
Publick Eſtabliſhments, that we find:them + 
in all the Churches of the Sainis, or Chri- 
ſtian World : and the Civil Government, a- 
greeable to theProphetick Character, 1s the 
profeſſed Guardian, and Proteffor of 'em. * 


SeCT. VII. It now remains, i/haz we 
conſider the Influences, which the Liberty 

of the PREss has upon an Eſtabliſhment. 
And certainly, where Men are under an 
unlimited Allowance to publiſh their Sen- 
timents of things, it's the Prub/ich, E/7a- 
- bliſhment, that muſt ſuffer the ſharpeſt at- 
tack: It's this that-bears the ſhew. of Au 
thority and Dominion, or ſtands between 
1ts Adverſaries, and ſome beloved Interefts. 
It's the only Check to the Ambition, Ava- 
rice, Luxury, or Impurity: of a Licentious 
FYortd. When this 1s born down. by Ca- 
tummy and Sophi/try, and brought into diff 
_ grace, there's nothing left to obſtruct a 
general Licentiouſnelſs. So that the greateſt 
Ltbertine may plead a Right, not only to 
erect his own Scheme, but to do'whateyer 
ſeemeth right in' his own. Eyes. . And 
therefore, the common Torrent of Vice 
will 
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 will-not. only bear .down' upon her ; but 
thoſe more active. Furies, Envy, Malice, 
Prejudice,and Revenge, will unite to form 
an Indictment. Jn a' word, an Eſtabliſh- 
hots as: fuch, is markt out as a Common 
 Eemy , .againſt whom every Tribe and 
Se, of how different a Make and Comple- 
xionſoever, are. prepared tounite and arm: 
and-whemw they may do it at ſo cafiean Ex- 
pence:of Danger, or rather under the Ban- 
ner. of Freedom.and Liberty, no-wonder 1f 
they /boot forth therr Arrows, even bitter 
words ; and are content with nothing leſs, 
than reducing the NOR: Oeconomy to de- 
ſolation-and rune. 

SxtcT. VIII. God knows, we are not now 
left to view the force of the Argument,in 
emp ty Theory and Notion,fince we may read 
1t in Matter of Fad&,and Oblſeryation. What 
Branch of our Eſtabliſhment, of moment 
and 1mnportance, has the Lrberty of the 
Preſs. left free and untouched? Has not 
the Dwvinity of our SAVIOUR, and the 
whole Doctrine of the Ever-ble/Jed T R 1- 
NITY (as delivered in our Articles) been 
run down, and diſcarded, by a whole __ 

, K 3 . 0D 
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of Pamphlets? Has not the whole Deſign 


_ of CurisTs Mijn been. induſtriouſly 


overturned, and the Dofrine of His Re. 
demption and Satisfaftion, by the Offering 
up of Himſelf, been peremptorily rejected, 
as groundleſs, abſurd, and impoffible ? | See 
AtheiSt turned Dei, Se&.4-2,4-2,4/7.] Has 
not Reaſon been aflerted, to be the only 
Meaſure of Faith ; ſo that whatever. can- 
not be comprehended by it, 1s' to be:reje- 
ed from being an Ariicle of Faith? [Chri- 


ſhaniy not My/terions| Has not an Al- 
., Tent to this fingle Propofition, Ze/us of: Na- 


zareth zs the” Meffiah, been aflerted to be 
the only explicite Article of Faith neceſſa- 
ry to Salvation? [The Reaſonableneſs of 
Chri/ttanity, P. 43, 49. 192.| Has not Re- 
velation it {elf been diſputed and rejected, 
as an incompetent Rule to Mankind ! 


- [Qracles of 'Reaſon, Let. 3. 14-.] 


 La/tly, As to our Offices of Publick 
Worſhip : Has not the Preſbrought Scan- 
dal and Reproach, upon two of the Anni- 
yerſary Solemnities of this Church, tho' 
enjoyned by Acts of Parhament, viz. The 


 eMariyrdom of King Charles the Fir#, 


and the Re//auration of this Church and 
» Mo- 
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Monarchy, in the Return of King Charles 
' the: Second? For do we not find it ex- 
preſly vindicating the whole Scene of V1o- 
lence,traniatted in thatBloody War againſt 
the Arg, and ftigmatizing the great In- 
{truments of the Re/toration. Nay more,we 
find the very Author applauding himſelf, 
as haying a Point of Honour done him, 
by:being choſen one of the Azng's Judges. 
[See Mzi7on's Eixorxadms, fallly pretended to 
be printed at .4m/?erdam, and Ludlow's 
Memoirs, London, Yol. 2d. p.871.] Theſe 
are the bleflſed Products of the Preſs, laid 
open, and proſtituted to the Wit and Ma- 
lice of defigning Men; and yet they are 
but the ſmall Gleanings of that Maſs of 
Filth and Corruption,it has brought forth. 
And what can more direaly tend to a to- 
tal ſubverſion of an E//abli/bment , and 
more effeually prepare. the World, to be- 
lieve the Truth of their repeated DeCla- 
mations; viz. That Creeds and Sy/items, 
are only profitable Inventions, or rather, 
That the whole Oeconomy of our E/Zabli/b- 
ment 18 but Secular Policy, and the Arts of 
Prieſicraft. The Preſs has already pub- 
lickly declared thus much; and = 
0 . 
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 Colanej,, ;or rather 147 of. Contempr, that- 
* too generally prevails. againſt that ofthis * 
Church, abundantly demonſtrates the ook 
nicious Influences o it. Pp 
But now'to m ys pot the. Argument: It's 
already conclu That Eccle/ia/tical Efta- 
Hiſtories] or National mni-4r are '11- 
diſpenſibly neceflary; they reſt on the Au- 
thority of Apgfolick, In/iitution, and" are 
confirmed from the- very Nature and 'De- 
 fign of the: Chriſtian "Bax It's: con- 
cluded, That the Chri/an Magi/trate is by 
Divine App orntment, conſtituted a - Guar- 
ann and Protettor of National Churches, 
within his reſpe&ive Dominions : It's- a 
ſtanding Truſt committed to him by the 
Laws of Natural, as well as Revealed Re- 
{rg10n': If therefore the Zberry of the 
Preſs, 1s highly deſtruftive of the Intereſ7s 
of Religion, and. particularly as 'tis culti- 
vated in National Churches : Tf it appears 
not only in the Nature of the thing, but 
upon unqueſtionable Matter of Fa&, the 
Maei/trate, who by Divine Appointment 
15 conſtituted a Guardian and Protefor 


.* 1n the cauſe of. Re/:2ion, is indiſpenfibly 


bound to remove the miſchief, by laying 
a 
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a powerful Reſtraint on.the Preſs. . In a 
word; it1s-concluded, .If a National E/a- 
bijhment 18 any way defeQive, or unſound 
in Faith, Wor/hbip, or Diſcipline, the Ma- 
ei/trate is to endeayour a Reform, in a Re- 
gular and Canonical Method : and thi s, Im 
confident, was never declined by the &/Za- 
bliſbed Church of England; but if nothing 
of this Nature can,with any force of ng 
ment or Reaſon, be charged upon Her, 
then the Magiſtrate, ex officzo, 1s bound to 
proted and defend Her, in the Purity of * 
Her Farith and Worſhip , and in: Her juft 
Rights and Immunities , exc/u/rve of. all . 
other Sefs and Parzzes,, clpeclally where 
the Publick Peace and Unity is attempted 
by 'em. If therefore the Liberty of the 
Preſs 1s apparently prejudicial to Her /-- 
zere/ts, Rights and [mnmunitzes, or the Pu- 
rity of her Fa:th and Yor/bip,l cannot find 
how the Magiſtrate can fairly be ſuppoſed 
ro diſcharge.that Truſt God has laid upon 
Hm, without laying a publick Reſtraint 
upon it. 


_ Secr. IX. But further : The Reſtraint 
of the Preſs 1s neceſlary, if we conſider the 
| per- 
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pernicious Influences it caſts upon. Re/:- 
8701 in General, as tis the direct href to 
Scepticiſm, Hereſie, and: Infidelity. It's 
.certain the Attempts of a Licentious 
Preſs, are almolt infinite, and inconceiya- 
ble. Error, as well as Yzce, 1s extreamly 
prolifick , and eyen as numerous as the 
ſand of the Sea; the moſt virulent Poiſon 
may be gilded over, and Varniſh and Co- 
lour may be laid on the fouleſt Cauſe; and 
conſequently the Preſs may be the Parent 

* of the grofleſt Errors, under the Mask of 
Innocence, Zeal, or Charity. - And truly, if 
. Experience, and Matter of Fa, muſt de- 
cide the 'Controyerfie, we'are convinced, 
that the Lewdeſt Notions that eyer en- 
tered the Heart of Man, have been of late 
adyanced from the Preſs. And'moreoyer, 
_ the Miſchiefs that are this way propaga- 
ted, are much more fatal than any other. 
Fir, Becauſe 'tis the moſt Efeftual 
way of Communicating em. -A Tranſient 
Harangue or Diſcourſe, tho' never ſo ma- 
lignant, cannot be ſo entirely lodged in the 
Memory, as totally to infe& the Judge- 
ment : and after this, it paſſes not much 
beyond the Preſent Audience, But the 
| Preſs 
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that not-only communicates the whole 

_ Poifon;, 'and leaves it to ref upon the 
Alfind or Judgment; but conveys: it to 
Fn: 52: 15} NES | 

: Again, as the Miſchief 1s more ſucce/s- 
Fully propagated ; 10 'tis more diffcultly re- 

- moved. The Men of Learning, Judgment, 
_ and Probity, may be engaged in Matters 

of too great Importance, to be at leiſure to 
obviater the. Miſchiefs of every Po:/onous 
Libel; but if 1t happens to receiye a juſt 
Confutation, it's odds it either reaches not 

* the deluded Reader, or loſes its juſt Eff- 


feftion is rivetted, and the Defence of the 
Error become a Point of Intere$ or Ho- 
Bur. that which is more fatal than all 
” this, 1s, an Unreſtrained:Preſs gives a kind 
of Þnprimazur to every thing that comes 
from 1t. s the Caſe ſtands, the Genera- 

lity of Mankind are ſcarce able, or at le1- 

ſure to dete&the falſe Colours of an ,fr7z- 

» Ficral Harangue; much leſs enter into the 


11 theſe Caſes, where a right Judgment 
De ; G can- 


Merits of any particular Controver/e ; and 


Preſs is a ſtanding Monument and Record, © 


A R 


_ cacy by not preſenting it ſelf before the /7- * 


| cannot be made every thing that appears 

in publick, muſt paſs for Orthodox,' unleſs 
in has ſome publick :Nore of Di/tin&ion 
_ fixed uporr it; So that the moſt Hezers- 
dox Poſition) in this Caſe reſt upon equal 
Authority with the moſt convincing 
Truths, till they have received a Cenſure 
from the Government, either in Church'or 
Stare. ' And fince Paradoxes are capable 
yo receiving a 2 menu able Dreſs, and  Down- 

izht  Contradiftions ' may be adyanced, 


= a2 ſhew of Argument ; what fital 
Conſequences 'may not we juſtly 'dread, 
when Re/ig:ox 1s the ſubje& of both ? | The 
Injudicious and Illiterate Reader is expo- 
fed to the Ratk, anlfleft to be divided and 


_ tornin pieces, between contrary Opinions; 
and either hangs ſo long between both, 
till he commences Sceprrck, or Tnfidet, and 
Believes Netthes ;' or atleaſt follows the 
Biaſs of Lu, and Corrupt Nature; and 18 
carned away with Dec/amation and Ha- 
rangue, the Uſual Ariifices of a Bad Cauſe; 
and conſequently 15 inevitably plunged 
into Herefte and: Error. 
But further, the Miſchief riſes higher 
yet, for it's Sncudcd, An Unreftrained 
Preſs 
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Preſs is often the moſt familiar with the 
E/tabli/bed Religion, and; never ſpares in 
bringing Diſgrace on any. Branch, or part 
of it: It's the Publick Mark of Exzvy or 
Matice, and conſequently never wants the 
moſt Furious and /Enyenomed: :A/atlant. 
But then , this is the dire& Method to 
uſher in the moſt fatal Conſequences; for it 
will not on]y ſap the. Foundazions of an E/?a- 
bliſhment, by bringing Her ,MZhore7y into 
Contempt (it being the Moving Principle 
of all ſuch Attacks) but it ſtrikes at the Re- 
putation of Religion in General, and makes 
'way for reſolving the whale into Shaw; 
and Ipo/7ure. For when the Governments 
ſuffers the Preſs to attack a Received Ar- 
zicle of the E//ablibed Religion, without 
the leaſt Cen/ure, or Controul ; .an indiffe- 
rent Judge muſt conclude, that both can- 
not be-'true: And becauſe 2-4#thor:ity does 
not-proceed,, to Aflert and Vindicate its 
own Z/zab{;/bmentz,orupon a fair Eſtimate, 
eftabliih and determine for the [ruth; hell 

conclude, there's no. real Difference be-. 
tween 7ruth and Fal/bood, and that Re/:- 

gron zt ſelf is nothing but a Set of Maxims, 

calculated according to the ſeveral PR 

G1 an 
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and Irterefs of ' Government.. This is ſo 
great a Truth, that I'm highly perſwaded, 
thoſe publick'and repeated Attacks, made 
from the Preſs of late Years , upon the 
Faith, Anthority, Worſbip, and Diſcipline 
of this Church (ſo many <4riicles of Re- 
Higion having been ſo profefiedly queftion- 
ed, and rejected) 1s the Greaz Cau/e of that 
Scepriciſm and' fidelity , or at lealt Con- 
tempt of Religion, which 1o viſibly reigns 
meas May. 56 2: HGH ; 
Give me leave to repreſent the Force 


of the preſent Arguments, in alingle [n- 


\\©"/Aance. ' It's already concluded, that the ' 


Preſs has appeared 112 Line of Cortrad:- 
Gon, to two of our Publick Offices of Wor- 
aps the .Anrver/aries of that Glorious 

artyr King Charles the Fir}, and the 
Re/ianration of King Charles 7he Second. 
They 'are by. Royal Authority, as well as 
Statute-Law, made part of our Publick 
Service. The whole Body of the Clergy 
are indiſpenftbly bound to Celebrate them, 
and the whole Leg://atzve Power, in a So- 


 lemn Manner, joyns in the Ce/ebrazion of 


em; and yet we have Books publiſhed in 
ContradiQtion to 'em; publiſhed in themoſt 
open 
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- open and audacious Manner. For the 
_ Preſs has not done its Duty, by ſending 
'em into the World, but they are publick- 
ly ſold in the Shops, and expoſed to ſale 
from our Publick Prints, and Term-Cata- 
logues. Now, what diſmal Conſequences 
can we imagine muſt attend ſuch vile Pra- 
ices? Our Law-gevers piouſly declare, 
That By the e Murder of Our late Dread 
Fear the Proteſtant Religion hath 
received the greates? Wound and Reproach, 
aid the People of England the mo$t inſup- 
portable hay » that was poſſible for the 
Enemtes of GoD, and,the King, $o\bring 
upon 1s ; 12. Car.'l. Cc. 30. But pardon 
me, 1f I pronounce the Libert fy off the Preſs, 
to haye advanced ſome Dogon beyond 
this: For the Fad&, with its Preltmina-. 
ries, 1s now not only levelled againſt the 
Authority of Law, and conſequently that 
Blaſtheny, and Reproach that is due to it,” 
1s renewed, and heightened ; but a mani- 
teſt Blaſbhemy and. Reproach is entailed on 
the very Cauſe of Religion: Such Allow- 
ances as theſe, muſt: cauſe the Enemzes of 
GoD to Blaſpheme ; and tell us, that we 
either Hor/bip we know not what, or that 
our 


our #Y/or/bip.is a Solemn piece of Aockery, . 
or at leaſt a piece of Lzp-Devorton ; or ra- 


ther,that the whole of Religion is Cheaz and 
' Impo/fure. For 1f theſe things be recon- 


cilable, there'can be no 7ra7h nor Rea/zty 
in Religion; and this or that Profeſſion, 1s 
no longer a piece of Re/zg70n, than 1t runs 
with the Tide and Bent of a Community. 
But now when things diſcover ſuch a 
fatal Tendency as this 1s, 1f there be any 
ſuch thingas a Guardian of the Church of 
CuR1sT, and if the Mag/trate by Divine 
De/wgnatton,is inveſted with the CharadFer, 
it muſt be an Indiſpenfible Duty to exert 
with Vigour, ant Refdtutifn. The whole ; 
Caſe will turn upon a ſhort Ifſue; if upon 
a Due and Regular Examination, theſe Re- 


. tigious Offices are Materially Evil, and Un- 


warrantable ; let 'em be ſet afide, and abo- 
liſhed, that Gop may be no longer zrifled 


*rvith and blaſphemed; nor His Pa/tors load- 


ed with Hatred and Contemp?, by being - 
bound up to the Obſervance of things that 
are not Warrantable : But if notwith- 
ſtanding the utmoſt Efforts of Male and 
Declamation, they appear to be a Pzows 
and a_7us? In/#ztution, the ce Magi/trate, if 


cyer, 
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ever, muſt be obliged to endeavour a ſnced y 
Redreſs;. and fince theſe Miſchiefs appa- 
rently derive from the Lzherty of the Preſs, 
certainly. the Tru? of a Guardian can ne- 
ver be diſcharged, without deſtroying the 
Evil in its Cauſe: and conſequently with- 
out laying a Powerful Reſtraint on it. 
When a Miſchief is thus dangerous, .and 
deftrudive, 1t becomes the proper ſubje&t 
of a Law, and 1s to be ſuppreſſed with all 
the Enfigns of Authority and Power. 

And now, Sr, I hqpe I have, in ſome 
meal, anſwered Your Demands, and 
diſcovered the Nece//it Wy of Regulating Fe 
PRESS; andt F590 wath Regard to 
Eccle/iaftical fl fament of this Nation - 
and therefore I'm inclined to perſwade my 
ſelf, the 4reument will have its juſt 
Weight, and Influence on Your Zea/ A 
yi the Publick Good, as well as 

dement. But that nothing may inter- 
vene, to cauſe a Miſcarriage, I ſhall endea- 
vour a ſhort return to the moſt Cor/tdera- 
ble Oljefions, that have been adyanced 
againlt 1 it. 


SECT. 


prevented. 'em. 


EDS; 

Sect: X.. And, fir8, It may be objefed, 
That the eAichiefs. of che Pa RESS ray be 
efecually obvtated, by Particulat. Laws; 
and that a Reſtraint ofthe. PREss from 
rhe Experience of former Times, has nor 


Now it muſt be confelled, Thatithe.Lew 


produced inthe laſt Parkament,may'ſerve 
as 4 Bridle to the De:S7, AtheisF, and ,AH#ri- 
Trinttarian ; but. this can. by no:means 
obyiate the Miſchiefs of a Licentions Preſs: 
For there-are other Truths, and Dodriges 
ſet forth in the Chriſtian Religion, and this 
E/labliſbed Church ; which: 1f publickly 
oppugned, muſt pzove highly Injuriousto. 
the e Main. De/ign of. the. Chriſtian. Reli- 

ion, as well as the Peace of the Preſent 
Eftabliſbment , ſuch as the . DoEtrine . of 
CHRISTS SatisfaGion, by the Sacrifice of 
Himſelf ; the Doctrine of Grace, or Dzvine 
Aſtance. How theſe have of late ſuffered, 
the Publick has been too latfly. made a 


Witneſs, af not « Judge. 
But certainly, the Miſchiefs of the Preſs 


can never be fully obviated, unleſs by the. 
Reſtraint of it , or at leaſt, by ſuch a Law 


as makes 1t highly Penal, to publith any 
thing 
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thing in Writing, that 1s level'd againit 
any Branch of the E/zabl:i/hed Reltgion ; 
for fince Nazwonal E//abli/hments appear to 
be abſolutely Neceflary for the Carrying 
on the Ends and Defigns of the Gofþe/, that 
which 1s amiſs 1s to be regularly corrected; 
and after this 1s done, nothing 1s to be ſut- 
fered, that any-wile invades the Peace of 
ſuch an E//ablibment. 

But after all, Pena! Laws of this Nu- 
ture, are not ſo apt Inſtruments to preyent 
the Miſchiefs that ufually ſpring from the 
Preſs, as an abſolute Re/rram? of it, when 


the Authority of a Licenſe or [mprimatur ' 


15 wanting. Such d'Reſ7razi##'deitroys the 
Milchiefs in its Seeds and Prenciples ; it 
ſtops the Contagion in the very Spring or 
Fountain - whereas ſuch Laws take place 
at a Diſtance, it may be when the Infection 
1s propagated to a conſiderable Degree. 
There 1s a ſolemn Proceſs, and a great 
many Formalities, and Steps to be made, 
which may ſerve as ſo-many Advantages, 


_ or Chances,toeſcape the Force of the Law. 


The Author 1s not only to be diſcovered, 
but an [formation given in, and receiyed 
too, according to the Genzms and 7 emper 


H of 
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of the eMaez/trazte ; and conſequently the 
Undertaker mult have Ceurage enough to 
bear the Title of IWformer; an Office, 
which as the World goes, neither the 74- 
/tice nor eMerits of the Cauſe can ſecure 
from {enommy and Contempt. Again; 
there muſt be a Proſecution by courſe of 
Law, and the Caſe examined, and tried 
whether 1t falls within the Penalty of the 
Law ; and all this, perhaps, without the 
leaſt Recompence' to the Proſecutor, for 
Expences or Attendance. In a word, a 
Verbal Recantation, after the Labour and 
Difficulties of Conviction , may render 
the Author RefFum in Curia: and after 
this, he may under Diſguiſe go afreſh to 
work, at tte ſmall hazard of the leaſt of 
Puniſhments. I wiſh ſome Proviſions of 
this Nature had not been wanting in the 
late eAT again? Profaneneſs and [mmora- 
ity, whereby a Pious Deſign may become 
Infignificant and Uſeleſs. For upon this 
bottom, while the Preſs 1s open, I'm afraid 
the Enemies of our Eſtabliſhment will 
publiſh their Notions, with the Satista- 
&tion of ſecret Smiles and Trimphs. 


But 


PY 

But now if the Preſs were ſhut, till an 
Imprimatur 1s obtained, the mere want of 
one 1s a Competent Evidence for Conyi- 
Qion; and tho ſome may be fo daring to 
EX poſe their Nozzons,at the hazard of their 
2065) y et fuch a Reſtraint of the Preſs 
g1Ves os confiderable Advantage, That 
whatever comes forth without Authority, 
carries 1ts own e Mark in the {7zle-page ; 
and conſequently gives an Alarm to the 
1ncautious READER, of [nfeltzon and 


M; ſchief. 


SECT. XI. But Secondly, it 1s objected, 


That ſuch a Reſtraint of the PREss ts 
a giving up the Conſcieuces, and Judgments 
of Mankind to a Party, and a condemning 
them to an [npticit Faith, and x a dire(t 
Method to involve the World in ſenorance 
and Error. 

As for the Fr part of the Odjedtion ; 
If an Orthodox National Church is the 
Party intended, I may ſafely affirm, That 
as it 1s the Duty of every Perſon within 
her Communion, to conform to her Fazzh, 
Worſhip and Government ; ſo T hope it 


already appears, that it's a ſtanding Duty 
H 2 in 
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in the Maer/7raze, as well as Church Go- 
vernours, not only to enforce all Goſpe/ 
Means to bring every Soul into the Pale 
of it; but to Mazntain and Culimate the 
Purity of its Faith and Yor/bip, againit 
all the Attempts of its Enemies. It any 
thing 1s unſound and deficient, GopD has 
inveſted a Power of uſing ſuch proper 
Means in the Governours of his Church, 
and the Believing <Magi/trate, as under 
his Divine Proteaton, will ſecure a True 
and Orthodox Religion ; but if nothing of 
this Nature can be truly charged upon 
Her, when Endeavyours have been made in 
this kind, tho' there \may be no founda- 
tion, by Violence and Force,” to compel 
Men to be of one end, and one Heart ; 
yet the Magiſtrate 1s of Rzghz, as well as 
Duty, bound not to ſuffer her Peace to be 
Diſturbed, or her Fa:thand Worſhip ſhaken 
by Publick Harangues, and Profeſſed De- 
clamations: This 1s no Perſecution, but a 
Necellary Provition, whereby the Defigns 
of an unportant Truſt —_—— to the 
Magiſtrate, are fulfilled and anſwered, I 
mean that of a Guardian; and ſince 1t 1s ſo, 


I cannot imagine why any Government 
ſhould 
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ſhould be flack in the Exerciſe of a Jus? 
Power ; eſpecially fince all fides are ſen- 
fible how much Unanimzity, in Matters of 
Religion, contributes to the Pub/ick Weal 
of a Nation. And truly, it to this Juſt 
Law,another as Equzzable were eſtabliſhed, 
That Perſons who will not content 'emſelves 
with the Communion of the Eſtabliſhed Re- 
[igion, ſhould thereby be uncapable of any 
Places of. TruSt of Office, either in Church 
or State ; as we find 1t in Neighbour 
Countries, I queſtion not but it would 
have produced a greater Unanmity in 
Matters of Religion, than the moſt hope- 
ful Projects of Comprehen/ion. As the Caſe 
now ſtands, the Tolerated Party is envigo- 
rated with the Hopes of one Day reducing 
every thing to their own Model ; but cer- 
tainly had an rcapaciting Clauſe been 
fixed to the laſt A of Grace, | mean that 
of Toleration, it would not only have 
_ proved an invincible Bulwark to our Pure 

and Apoſtolick Eſtabliſhment, but the moſt 
Healing Principle of Unity that could 
have been contrived, or thought of. 


SECT. 
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SECT. XII. But to return: ' As to the 
Charge of {mplicit Faith, it mult be con- 
felled, That the Depriving Mankind of 
any of thoſe Means, or Inſtruments which 
GoD has appointed for the Diſcoyery of 
His Revealed H/71, is a direct Invaſion of 
the Privileges of a Chriſtian, and a con- 
{11derable ſtep towards the Introduction of 
an [mplicit Faith. "But 1 preſume it 
cannot be pretended, that an Uni/zmized 
Power of Printing is.one of thoſe Means 
which GoD has appointed for the DY- 
covery of the True Religion. If ſo, Gop 
ſcems to have been very much wanting to 
his own Deſigns,innot communicating the 
Art by ſome Ap9/He or Prophet, long be- 
fore it obtained in the Chriſtian World. 
But it's well known , the True Religion 
reſts upon other Foundations; it was /7a- 
bliſhed in Purity and Perfetion, long be- 
fore this uſeful Art was formed,or thought 
of; and I queſtion not, will long continue 
ſo, unleſs the Privilege of Printing the 
lewdef and moſt Heretical Notions, ſub- 
vert its Foundations. 

As for this National E/abli ſhment, 1 
challenge her moſt ayowed Enemies to 


Pro- 


UF] 
produce one fingle Inſtance, wherein ſhe 
denies her Members the uſe of any Divine 
or Apo/tolick, Means, that are Inſtituted 
for the Diſcovery of the True Religion. 
Our Church impoles no Article of Faith 
upon pure Church-authorities ; ſhe recom- 
mends every thing to the Mind and Con- 
ſcience upon rational Motiyes, and Con- 
victions : She 1s careful to publiſh uſetul 
Diſcourſes, in Matters of Faith and Pra- 
Qice; and, ina word, eyery :thing ha? 75 
profitable for Dottrine , for Reproof , for 
Corre(ion, for In/truflion in Righteouſneſs, 
that the Man of GoD may be perfed, 
throughly furniſhed unto all good Works. 
She docs not only allow, but exhgrt her 
People, 1o examine themſelves whether 
they are in the Faith - She denies 'em no 
Means of Information, ſhe does not only 
lay open the Well of Life, or Fountain 
of Living Waters, the Holy Scriptures, 
but recommends em to their Search and 
Enquiry, even to the Trying 9 be Sprrizs 
by them : She allows 'em to propoſe their 
Doubts: and Scruples to their Sp:riznal 
Paſtors, and adminiſters Counſel and Ad- 
vice upon the force of Reaſon and Scrt- 
prure : 
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ture. Ina word, as ſhe conceals nothing 
of the whole Counſel of God, ſo ſhe ad- 
mits all their Propoſals, by way of Emn- 
quiry and [nformation : So that there is. 
nothing wanting of thoſe Means God has 
inſtituted/to enable eyery Man To give 4. 
reaſon of the Hope that zs in him. 
Where then 1s that Nurſery of [Implicit 
Faith and [gnorance? It Mens Judgments 
by all theſe Methods cannot, or will not 
be ſet right and informed, ſhall they chal- 
lenge a Right to publiſh Dogmatically, 
what they pretend to retain on no other 
Authority, than that of a weak Conſcience, 
to bear down @a rightful E/tabliſhment ? 
Are all the « Means of [nformarion uſeleſs, 
and to be deſpiſed, if this 1s not ſuffered ? 
Muſt they from Examzners and Enquirers, 
immediately commence Dotors and D:- 
ators ; and deliver their Sentiments with 
equal Authority to that of the E/7ab/:/bed 
Religion ? Where 1s that Sprritual Ty- 
ranny,or Blind Obeatence, when they may 
propoſe their Arguments, Doubts, and 
Scruples to Private Paſtors, or a .Publick 
Convocation; when they may depute 


Proxtes, and be admitted to Conferences, 
and 


Was 

and Publick Debates, without Paſſes of 
Safety,without the Dread of an /n9guz/it1on, 
orofa Writ deHereticocomburendo? Theſe 
are Privileges that may be obtained-for 
asking ; and they are the moſt appolite 
Methods for *the diſtinguiſhing Truth 
from Falſhood : They are {ſuch as Gop 
has appointed, and conſequently ſuch as 
Gop may be preſumed to give a Bleſſing 
to. When therefore an Eſtabliſhment has 

done all this, ſhall the Magiftrate that 1s 
conſtituted a Guardian, and Tru/zee in the 
Church of CHRisrT, ſuffer-the Conſciences 
of Men to be diſtracted, and the Publick 
Peace of the Church invaded, by the bold 
Cavils and Harangues of eyery Unreaſona- 


ble Gaimſayer? 


SECT. XIIT. Thirdly, Tis objected, That 
every one, not only of Natural Right, but _- 
n point of Duty, particularly that of Cha- "I" 
rity, may and ought to publiſh whatever 
appears to be Truth, for the Information 
and Direfion of others ; and conſequently 
the Reſtraint of the Preſs, that abridges 
this Right, mu$t be unlawful, and unjust. 


I | But 
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But, #:r8, it's an indiſputable Truth, 
That the Natural Rights and Duties of 
Private Perſons, are perpetually conſo- 
nant to the Rights and Fnmiereſts of Pub- 
tuck Socreties ; and the Exercile of the for- 
mer, 1s for the moſt part to be regulated, - 
and determined by the latter. Again, 
Whatever the Rights and Intereſts of Pri- 
vate Perſons may be, the Magiltrate 1s ab- 
ſolutely entruſted with the Preſervation 
of the Publick Peace; and conſequently 
may rightfully ſuppreſs every thing that 1s 
level'd againſt any Branch of - the Paub/ick 
E/tabliſhment; fince ſuch Attempts unſettle 
the Minds of:a People, and engender 1n- 
temperate Heats and Animofities, and con- 
ſequently carry a dire& Tendency to D1l- 
order and Confuſion. 

- All Governments give a latitude for 
privare Opinions and Sentiments; and there- 
toredo not uſually. extend their 7e/7s or $4b- 
fſeriptions, beyond Places of 7TruS? or Pub- 
lick, Employments : whereas tis their Care 
and Prudence to keep a watchful Eye upon 
New Notions obtruded on the Publick. 
Whilſt an Opinton reſts in the Brea/7s of 
private Perſons, the Publick Peace 1s not 

| CX- 


>[ 59 ] 

expoſed ; but when 'tis prefſed upon Man- 
kind 1n Publick Harangues, and tranſmit- 
ted from the Preſs too; it gives Umbrage 
to the Peace and Weal of the Community, 
and conſequently. calls for the Care and 
Vigilanee of. the Magittrate. In Caſes of 
this Nature, the firſt Chriſtian Emperors 
appear'd as Guardians in the Church of 
CHRisr, and vigorouſly exerted their Power 
and Authority, to SALT its publick 
Peace and WT. * 


SECT. XIV. Pet the Duty fi 
nicating our Opinions 10 others, with a De- 
(ig of Information, it rs indiſputably to be 

regulated by 7100 Conſiderations. 

Fir&,The [mportance of the Opinion,and 
Secondly, The Certainty and Evdence 
of 1t. 

F:1r8, If the Opinion be fach as does not 
affet any- confiderable Intereſt of Man- 
kind; or correkt or remoye any dangerons 
Error, but rather ſerves to entertain our 
Speculation and- Curz/ity, than regulate 
our Conſcience or Pradtice; there can be 
no Obligation to diſturb the World by op-- 
poling E/7ablifhed Dottrines or Notions, 


F3. when 


 Jeftion no way worthy to be animadyerted 
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when after all they may .carry in them 
greater Marks or Evidences of Truth, than 
a private Judgment. can reaſonably Pre- 
tend to. 

Secondly, Unleſs our Coins are ſup- 
ported by the cleareſt Convictions of Aea- 


ſon, or Authority of Scripture, (as all mat- 


ters of Importance undoubtedly are) there 
can be no juſt Plea for Duty, to engage the 
reſt of the World to become -Dz/c:p/es or 


Followers. And indeed it ſeems highly 


unreaſonable, that private Perſons ſhould 
amuſe the Minds of others by obtruding 
New Notions, when it may be they reſt 
upon bare Probabruzrzes, or no higher Evi- 
dences than thoſe that have been peaceably 


| received from Publick Authority in Church 


and Fate. If the Projections and Opini- 
ons of Men were governed .by theſe Max- 
ims, Im perſwaded the Re/irainzt of the 
Preſs (when 1t is thereby only committed 
to the Inſpetion of Publick Anthority) 
would ſetdom be interpreted a Breach of 
any Natural Rights or Dues. 


Secr.XV. There now only remains anOb- 


on, 


nm" wry 

on,” except for 1ts Popularity and Modern 
Faſhionableneſs: T1s this, That the Re- 
ftraint of the PREss, #5 an Invaſion of the . 
Liberty and Property of an Engliſhman. 

But I'm per{waded before the Objection 
can juſtly take place, the Pr:4//eges of the 
Preis {ſhould be diſcovered to be an Ar7:cle 
of Magna Charta, tho it were ſome Cen- 
turies before Printing had its Beginning : 
But in a word, it the Power of Legullation 
is to be crampt, and fettered in the Caſc 
before us, I cannot : ſee but that every 
Authoritative Regulation of the Actions 
of an Engliſh Subje&, might be diſputed as 
a Breach of the Liberty and Property of an 
Engliſhman , and conſequently no Law 
could be eſtabliſhed, without firſt obtain- 
ing the Unanimous Conſent of the People. 


SECT. XVI. And now, Sr, I have in : 
ſome meaſure diſpatched what I propoſed, [1 
and You ſeem to have demanded; and tho' Yn 
I have not expreſly replied to Your En- 
quirtes 1n the very Terms, or order they 
were propoſed; yet I have the Vanity to 
preſume, That I have not only made returns 


to the Arguments contained in them ; 
RD but 


7 
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but diſpel'd that Cloud of ObjeQtions that 
_ of late had been raiſed to obſtruct the Re- 
. ſtraint of the Preſs. If therefore what has 
been already offered has the good Fortune 
_ to carry the Balance, againſt Your former 
Sentiments, be pleaſed to ſuffer a ſhort Ad- 
dreſs on my part, in the cafe before us, as 
a hearty Advocate for the Maintainance 
.and Welfare of the Government 1 in Church 
and Saze. 

Sr, We have been hitherto a: in 
the Cauſe of Religion, and the Methods of 
its Preſervation and Siapport. And the 
late paſſionate Addreſs of. the laſt Parlia- 
ment, and His eMaze/y s: moſt. Gracious 
Anſwer to it, ſeems to Authorize the Pur- 
{uit of the Argument. That Fernerable 
Body wiſely applied Themſelves to their $0- 
_ verergn, to conſult His Pleaſure, as well as 
excite His Zeal and Prezy : and He was 
pleaſed to fignifie His concurrence, and re- 
mit the Managery of the Aﬀair to His 
Houſe of Commons, as to the proper 1/1ru- 
ments to prepare Matters for the Forma- 
tion of a juſt Law. Its true, that H6- 
nourable Houſe tormed a Bill upon the pre- 
ſent Argument ; but- the Miſcarriages of 

i, 
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it, where-ever zuitly to be fixed, cannot 
conclude againlt. the Reaſonableneſs or 
Necellity of it. I'm confident the Eyes 
and Heart, the Hopes and Expecations of 


every Engii/hman, . that is acted with a - 


true Concern for the True-Religion, are 
fixed on the enſuing Seflion ; and pardon 
me, 1if I flatter My-ſelf, That the Argu- 
ments already ſuggeſted, demonſtrate the 
abſolute Neceſlity of Reſtraining the Preſs, 


as an efteetual Expedient to preſerve the 


Intereſts of it. 

The Liberty of: Printing without Li- 
cenſe or Inſpection, has ſufficiently d11- 
charged 1ts poiſonous Influences againſ{t 
the /nrere/?s of the E/7abli/bed Religion , 

and a {mall tract of Time in the ſame Al- 
lowance, would demonſtrate its Force and 
Efficacy againſt the Intereſts of the C:u2/ 
Polity, as eſtabliſhed in a Monarchy. I 
w1ſh ſome late Eflays had not afferted the 
Truth of the Obſervation : witneſs thoſe 
groſs Infinuations the Preſs has preſented 
us with, for the preference of a Republick 
to that of Monarchy : | Sec Ludlow s Me- 
moirs] Witneſs thoſe baſe and unwarrant- 


able Characters ventew. in a late Paper, 
where- 


| 
? 
| 
| 
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wherein the preſent Reign ſeems to be 
blacken'd by the Help-of a Propherick 
Spirit, and making it an Acceflary to what 
may come hereafter ; where every Eſtate 
of the Realm, and every Order of Men in 
Authority and \Places of Truſt, are de- 


1cribed like Ruffians and Paltroons, rather 


than Perſons of * Dignity and Honour. 
What can be the Scope of ſuch unmanner-_ 
ly Declamation, but to bring the Engli/h 
Conſtitution into Diſgrace, and prepare 
the Minds of the People for Anarchy and 
Confuſion. [See The /bort Hiftory of Stand- 
ing Armies in Fneland.] 

But to return: You, &r, and Your Hp- 
nourable Brethren, arc concerned as Tru- 
ſtees and Guardians in part for Re/:g:on ; 
and fince the neceſlity of a National Eſta- 
bliſhment ts fully demonſtrated, all d1l-: 
ntereſted Perſons muſt conclude, That 
Your ſpecial Care and Inſpection ſhould be 
engaged to advance that of this Nation, 
of which You profeſs Your ſelves '«Mem- 


bers, and from whoſe Communtzon, by Civil 


Appointment, You receive ualifications 


tor Places of Tru$, or Publick Employ. A 
Temporary Intereſt may engage a great 


many 


| _ 


many Men, to declare 'emſelves Members 
of Her Communion ; but it's certain the 
true Teſt of Member/vip 15 to ule all 
imaginable Endeavours to maintain her 
Rights,and ſupport her Con/7ttution ; when- 
ever ſhe Spublickly attack d in any Branch 
of 1t. 

To have the Preſs regulated by the rc- 
ceived Doctrines of a Nazwnal E/iablifh 
ment, 1s to be eſteemed one of her 77z- 
doubted Rights and [mmunities; and 
therefore when Invyalions of this Nature 
are daily made, ſhe may juſtly expect the 
interpoſal of Authority - But it ſhe could 
not challenge thus a: of Right, yet 
ſince the D//enting Seftaries have received 
very ample As of Grace , under the pre- 
ſent Government ; the E/abll ;/bed Religion, 
one would think, may reaſonably expect 
her tail in this kind, and -command the 
Preſs in matters of Religion, as the F717 
Ac of Grace; eſpecially ſince 'tis no more 
but what Former Rergns, by an indiſputa- 
ble Authority, afforded her. 

But to draw towards a Concluſion : Give 
me leave to tell You, &r, If the Re/iram! 
of the Preſs cannot be obtained by way of 

K Right, 
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Right, nor Grace and Fayour: I queſtion 


- Not but the fatal- influences 1t has: upon 


Morality and Religion, 1s Motive ſufficient 


. to accompliſh it. I ſhall not reſume the 


Argument I haye already enlarged on ; but 


| certainly 1it ſeems to be a fruitleGAttempt 


to ſuppreſs [mmorality and Profaneneſs, 
and eſtabliſh a Sence of Re/zg:on, and Prin- 
ciple of Prety, whillt a latitude 1s permit- 


. ted in the molt publick manner, to diſpute 
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the moſt Sacred Pornts of Religion, to de- 
cry National E//abliſhments, arraign the 
whole Order of the Mni/ters of Religion, 

and the Solemnities of Publick Worſhip. 

It's impoſſible the generality of Mankind 
under theſe Inſtructions, can entertain any 
ſerious Thoughts concerning Re/7g70n, but 
are rather prepared to contemn and vilifie 
the Bleſſed AUTHOR of it, and the whole 
Contrivance- and therefore if Mora/zty and 
{tri Yerzne 1s purſued on theſe terms, 
its more to be aſcribed to the happy 
Genizs of Mankind, than any Principle of 
Religion. In a word then, If the Ho- 


nourable Afﬀſembly of Commons is in ear- 


neſt for .-Reformatzzon (as I queition not but 


they are) what has already been offered, 
ſeems 
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ſeems to beſpeak the Regulation of the Preſs 
to be the molt likely IntroguttHon to 1t. 


And now, &r, I have delivered my Sen- 
timents with as much Sincerity as Free- 
dom. All that remains, 1s, If they happen 
* to make You a Pro/elyze, I hope Youll 
____ employ Your hearty Endeayours , m the 

Poſt Youre fixt, to make the Argument 
the ſubject of a Law ; and the greateſt Te- 
ſtimony of this will be, that Care be taken, 
not only that a Law be formed, which will 
eftectually anſwer the Defigns of it ; but 
that the Forming of 1t be done with that 
Prudence and Caution, as not to give a 
handle to cruſh 1t in its firſt Produttion. 
When. this 15 accompliſhed, 1t will lay per- 
petual Obligations of Gratitude and Re- 
{ſpe& towards the Inſtruments of it, on all 
thoſe in whom the Intereſt of this Go- 
vernment apparently conſiſts; The True 


Members of the E/tabliſhed Cyurcn of 


ENGLAND. 
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; ap. 1. lin. 1. read Re eo Þ. 24. 1. 20. read Eternal. :45. 
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